[RECOLLECTIONS OF A PLAYER
never saw Blake." I was forced to admit that I had not. "Oh, a great actor !" said Wallack. And afterward, when I had seen Blake, I fully agreed with this opinion.
Mr. Wallack continued that he did not know what he could say to me, as his company was very full, in fact, as he said, comprising almost every one of any note in the country. "My company is large," he said, "and expensive, and iny theater small ; but if, as you say in your note, you are willing to place yourself under my direction, I will give you fifteen dollars a week to begin [strange coincidence ! the very sum which Mr. Morehouse told me I should at first receive], and if I find you answer niy purpose, why, in time I may do "better by you." The twenty-five dollars a week which, according to Morehouse, would be the ultimate result of my exertions, seemed to rise before me. I thanked Mr. Wallack for his kindness, assured him. of the gratification it would give me to feel myself under so able a director, and bowed myself out.
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